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Valerie Corfield is a medical scientist and Associate Professor at the University of Stellenbosch, where she has worked for 25 years. She holds a BSc Honours degree from the University of Bristol (UK), an MSc from Wright State University (USA) and a PhD from Wits University (SA). Her academic career spans five decades, three continents and the three main branches of life, bacteria, plants and animals (human) – causing her to describe herself as the person who knows the least about the most! Now that she is ‘semi-retired’, she has more time to indulge in her scientific hobby which is giving talks and developing and presenting interactive workshops and exhibits which engage the general public, of all ages, in a greater appreciation of science, medicine and technology, as well as their societal implications.

